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Miss the bottles”

| Electronic News |

If you would liketo be on the mailing list for thisfree newdetter,
(you do not need to be amember of our club) send measgnal
at: bodebons@xtra.co.nz_and you will receive one by email about
every eight weeks.

MISSTHE BOTTLE

Our biannual “Missthe B
Bottles’ competition :
whichwas held on ¥
December 18 wasagaina = g~
fun day enjoyedloy dl. We-_. e 7
must be getting better, . 1’
judging by the number of
broken bottlesthis year,
compared with the S e LD
previous competitionin i Eit e

1997.

In that year we smashed an unbelievable 230 bottles of winewith
only 20 successful‘hits. This Year we only broke 86 bottles of
winewith 52 sucgessful hitswith 21 of them perfect carreau. After
we cleaned up dl the broken glassand sorayed the areawith water
to remove the very strong smell of wine, we had a potluck dinner.
Our members enjoyed it.so much that we are thinking of making
it an annual event with participantsinvited from al over New
Zedand. If you areinterested, we suggest you sart practisng with
plastic lemonade bottles during this summer. We would never
have been ableto organize this competition without the generous
ass stance from our sponsor “The Broken Wine Bottle” restaurant
herein Magterton.

Seeyou in December 2000!
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hours the last Pétanque
tournament in the world began

in Masterton and finished in

the new millennium at 1.37 hours! It is therefor also
the only Pétanque tournament that has straddled two
centuries. There were about 28 members including
family members. There was plenty to eat and drink,
making for some very good play. Prizes were
appropriately diaries and calenders for the year 2000.
Eighteen players took part in this historic event.

Please let us know if you know of any other Pétanque
tournament that took place during the millennium.
You can contact me at
bodebons@xtra.co.nz

As you can see from the
photos, the weather
conditions were

f excellent, despite the
forecast of rain.

-~ fWe all had a good time
... and have decided to do it
again next time.

Cheers, Tom.

1999 & 2000
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Pétanque World Cup 1999 Report

We receved this report from Geoff Greer ,Denise and Murray Porter Just
after our main newsdletter had been posted to our members. We will put
it in our next newsletter, but in the meantime hereis a abridged version.

TheWorld Cup Competition Experience at Reunion
|sland

Snap shot comments:

In an indoor stadium; 2000-3000 seats; ten hard bouncy red
volcanic soil terrains, hot and very humid.

Around 40 national teams

International stylesvery different from NZ

At times practicing on concrete

New Zealand in local paper as *non academy”.

NZ won one game from 7.

The team and supporters had alot of attention.

An incredible learning experience

Supporters benefited as much as players.

| sland
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Before the Competition at Reunion

We arrived at Reunion Island after about.30 hours of flying or intransit = ==
knowing that we had about three days to settle in before the tournament.

After someinitial hassles acquiring a hire car we headed down the coast C
to aresort area.

We discovered later that we were lucky in that‘our.original booking fell 3
through and our new accommodation was among coconut palms adjacent

to alovely white sandy beach, anice
place to relax and get some practice.

(Photo on the right: Geoff, Denise and ke L
Murray at a practice session in '
Masterton before the World Cup)

We practised in the car park beneath the
trees, which was mainly concrete with

some sand and pine needles.
TheDutchteamwasstayingatourresort = o -




Pétanque World Cup 1999 Report

aswedl and they practiced dong Sde usat times. We got an idea of what wasto
come, asthey pointed very high with lots of backspin. The bdlsonly moved a

few inches on the concrete when it landed. Carreau after Carreau was dso very
impressveto watch.

A day or so later we went into the stadium to check out registering, photos etc.
After dl of thetak of the previousyearsrocky ground we were eeger to find out
what theterran wasgoing to belike.

Theten terransin an indgde sadium were avolcanic red, very hard and bouncy
with alight loose surface of scoriaand grey metd chips Wewererdieved. It

gppeared to be OK for pointing but shoating was difficult asyou couldn’'t even
drop your boulean inch in front of your target without it bouncing over thetop.

| sland

Wewere somewheat surprised to find that we, aswell asthe supporterswere
dlowed to precticeonit.

While practicing we were goproached by aloca team made up of someof the
officids organisng the tournament for agame. We were rewarded with awin,
which gave us some confidence for the competition. They hadwhat iscalled an
“Academy” syleasopposed to usbeing described in the local paper the next
day as*non-academy.” Theheedlinewasa“ Frenchie’ withtheAllblacks’. The
artidewas mainly abiogrgphy bout Chrigtian and his path to NZ and then back
to Reunion as ddegate. The black uniformwas sarting to get atention dueto
the Rugby Allblacks and we got more noticed than our play deserved because
of that. Having dl of the supportersin ablack dso helped cregie an impression.
It hﬁlepedéhen move about the sadium aswell, assome aresswere dosed off
to the public.

Theregidration processrequired presenting our NZPA licences. Therewassome
panic as Murray had not thought to bring his. After severd faxes back and forth
to NZ by Chrigian and afax from Cam Cader verifying it weadl managed to
Oet registered. This meant getting photo ID cardsand ticketsfor medsat the
Payersand Officasrestaurant for thelength of the competition.

The opening ceremony involved a of the teams parading with their
Nationa flagsand lining up for gpeeches, which were dl in French. English
was rardly spoken throughout the competition so we couldn’t have got by
without Chrigtian who kept things on track interpreting for uswhen necessary.

@ Reunion
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The opening ceremony finished with alocal dance from the school children

that had led the teamsin. Some of the children hed earlier befriended the New
Zedanders troupe and we found oursaves pulled out into the middle to dance
in front of the crowd. It wasalot of fun trying to emulate their Nationa dance.

The opening night finished with abuffet and drinks. It was herewe met helrish
for thefirg time. It appearsthat the Kiwis and Irish teeam have had abit to do
with each other at every world cup. This has been dueto Cam Cdder’s
involvement over the years. The three Irish players had been competing to the
world cup for between 7 to 12 years so they knew the ropes and supported us
when we were playing and off the piste.

| sland

At theWorld cup:
The competition sructure:

Theworld cupinvolvesanumber of qualifying roundsto get into afina Sxteen
with the rest going into the Nations cup, which isthe equivadent of aplate.

We knew if we performed smilar to previousyears NZ teamsthat over the
length of the competition we would get between 6 and 8 games. Asit cameto
bewe had 7 games.

We were understandingly abit nervous but thrilled to be competing a such a

wonderful event amongs theworlds best. The name playerswho have dominated
the sport for years and who fegture on the internationa Petanque videos were
walking past and practicing on the piste’'saround us.

Reunion

Once we started we felt OK. Being watched was not an issue asthere were
ten terrains and most people who were watching were observing the name
teams, apart from our supporters of course.

Asit was, apart from Singapore we drew teams who were in the top 18 of

We were hoping to draw some teams near our level of experience and skill. e
the world cup. Approximately 40 National teams were competing.
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TheWorld Cup style of competition formet isquite different to our competitions
asitisover 4 days and nights and involves only 10 terrains for 40 teams.
At the most there are 2 or 3 games aday.

Thereis often along wait between games. So you haveto find arhythm and
get your skill levelsup quickly in every game. Thisis something we struggled
with during the tournament.

The games we played were asfollows:

Preliminary rounds:

Denmark ( Score4-13)
Comment:
Thisbeing the first game both teams weretense and were trying to find their
feet. The Denmark shooter was shooting and not hitting many in this game.
However, inlater games he got hiseyein and they. eventualy madeit through
to thefina 16.
We had difficulty shooting due to both the bounciness of the terrain and not
being ableto hit it consistently on the full. Many of theendsweredso at 9
to 10 metres.

Great Britain ( 1. Score4-13) and (2. Score 4-13)
Comment:
We drew Grest Britain twice and in both games we had our opportunitiesto

advance our points but were unable to capitaise. They went onto thefind 16.
They caused abit of an upset when they bet Morocco 13-1 on the way.

Q Reunion |Island
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Singapore ( Score 13-6) Our only win.
Comment:
Singapore was the only team we played of asimilar level to us. Wewere
trailing 1-6 early inthe game, but with a.concerted effort, more accurate pointing
and asuccessful shoot, we accumulated 12 unanswered pointswinning 13-6.
Morocco ( Score0-13)
Comment:
Thisteam was the 1998 2™ place getter at the world champsin the Canary

Idands. Ther pointer isreputed to bethe best pointer intheworld. Inthisgame
they played shorter ends of 7 to 8 metres.

| sland

We pointed fairly well but in the end they had too much strike power for us.

It was quite amusing in hindsight, that they had to beet usto get into the world
cup fina 16 after their beating by Greet Britain.

(Notethat we did draw Madagascar, the eventua new world champs, but did
not have to play them aswe logt both.ef our first games)

Nations Cup:
Germany ( Score3-13
Comment:
This game went away from us quickly. We got the first points as we were
pointing reasonably well in this game. Germany got back into the lead with
5 points and with alot of our boules close they shot the cochenet out by
mistake and picked up 4. They did the same with the next end and got
another 4 and the game was over.
Germany went on to the final of the Nations cup winning against Sweden
Sweden ( Score 4-13

Comment:

Q Reunion
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Again we fdt that some of our pointing was quite competitive in this game.
More so than the score indicates. They came second in the Nations cup to
Germany.

(We would have had one more game but drew abye in thislast round.)
Playing Styles

As mentioned earlier they were predominantly long ends at 9 to 10 metres.
The only deviation from thiswere the USA team that tried to throw it just
on 6 metres each time.

There were avariety of different styles. The “ Academy” approach wasthe
high lob for pointing (either crouching or standing) and on the full Carreau
for shooting. Having mentioned the academy style there was awide variety
of approaches. There were some expectations from the crowd of what was
agood style. The crowd booed the French team and some of the other top
players when they pointed low on some or occasions.

For most players though they used the style that they were'most successful
with. Many players pointed low.with success. Shooters dropping earlier
were aways punished.

It was interesting to observe the different rituals or preparation before each
point or shoot. It was the same each timeto get the consistency.

TheRules

Themain rulewasthe 6 to 10 metrerule. The one-minute rulewas a so adhered
to when necessary due to the number of teams and limited terrains.

The other main requirement was to be very gtill when any team around you
was shooting. That iswhether in your game or in the one next to you.

The mainimpression from the tournament wasthat the teams played in agood
competitive spirit. Minor infringements such asfeet over the line were not
bothered with.

The big plusfor the tournament was the good sportsmanship displayed. Even
inthevery tensefina matchesit was very businesdike with acknowledgement

@ Reunion |Island
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of skill displayed by opposing teams.

The one area of ruleswe cameinto contact was the dress code. Shorts (and
Jandels) were not alowed. Apart from that, the dress code was not onerous.
Teams only needed to wear matching shirts and trousers.

Role of Supporters

We were fortunate to have our support team of Gary and Karen Tayler, Joanne
Porter, PhilippaMcNiven, and Don and Cathy Thompson. They to were dressed
in black and were easily identifiable amongst the spectators.

One of the main benefits from the tournament was having 10 people participate
and obsarvetheleve and styles of play bringing thisback to New Zedand. For
those who attended the port of Petanque will not be the same again.

| sland

Finance | ssues
(Travel Cogtsand Fund Raising, Loca and Nationd)

Snap shot comments

We had excdllent support from the Bay View fundraising Committee

They worked tirelesdy with usto raisealarge part of the required
funds.

ThelInternational Petanque Federation contributed during competition.

NZPA contributed $670 from the $7000 raised from the National
raffle for each of the playing team members.

Summary of Cogts. (for 3 players)

Return Airfares $7500
Insurance $350
Uniforms $1050
Accommodation/ mesals etc outside $2500
compstition.*

Total: $11,400

@ Reunion
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(* Notethat thiswas for expenses associated with the tournament before
and immediately after it. It does not include any holiday time we may have
spent after the tournament.

Note aso that the International Petanque Federation paysfor ahire car,
accommodation and mealsfor the duration of the competition. Thisincludes
the final night Banquet which is over $100 for non players and officials.)

| sland

Funds Raised:

NZPA Raffle $2000
Wellington Petanque Assoc. $100
Rotorua Petanque Club $100
Le Coq and Boule ( Taradale) $200
Total: $2400

Local Fundraisng and
Players own Contributions:

For example, local raffles,
Trivid pursuits, fund raising competitions,

sdles of shooters mates and

players own contributions. $9000
Total expenses: $11400
Commentary:

Thetotal expenses needed for each player was $3800.

We understand that the NZPA isintending not to support the future teams
other than aNew Zedland T-Shirt each and thet it is expected that the regions
where the winning team comes from will raise funds for their team.

Aswe may bethelast onesto receive thistype of NZPA support we thank
them and those playersin different parts of the country for your support.

@ Reunion

Previoudy sponsorship from the airlines has been available. Unfortunately
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in 1999 thiswas not possible. It is hoped that this may be able to be targeted
for future teams.

CONCLUDING COMMENTS

We have been asked to comment and give any suggestionsfrom our experience.

For us players and the supportersit was awonderful experience. Our view
of Petanque will never be the same again.

There has been some debate about New Zedands participation in overseas
tournaments. After attending this one we are now firm supporters of thisin
order to develop the sport in NZ. Some observations are:

| sland

If playersin NZ are serious about devel oping Petanque into a real
sport they need to look outside New Zedland to raise skill levels.

We believe NZPA should encourage playersto attend any tournament
which involves exposure to internationd styles and skillslevels.

The NZPA should support in ameaningful way NZ attendance at the
World cup, any Pecific and Asian based competitions and the NZ Open as
our only loca International Tournament.

There are dso anumber of suggestions about planning and Supporting any
teamsto the World Cup in the future. Theseinclude:

Have an NZPA policy on the detail of what to expect beforethe Easter
National competition.

This should include specifically what support financial or otherwise
isavailable. You can see from the costs that for somethe level of support will
determine whether they will go or not.

We bdlieve afinancid contribution is a useful start for the team. It
should be pre-determined before the Easter Competition. It does not have to
be alarge amount. The fundraising does not have to be rushed and planning
should be ongoing.

Theraffleisproblematic. Other ways should be investigated. Although
thisyear there were other benefitsto NZPA aswdll, so from that point of view
NZPA may want to retain it.

Work on longer-term sponsorship for NZPA activitiesincluding
international competitionsso that it isn't ayearly task.

Encourage supportersto go. Supporterstour perhaps, if thereisinteres.

Itisessentid that at least one member of the group isa French spesker.

@ Reunion
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From a preparation point of view anumber of smple things are suggested.

Contact the winning team soon after they have won to let them know
what happens next.

Link them up with ateam from the previous years as soon as possible.

Be clear about what is expected of the team before they go and after
they return. Thisincludes expectations of club visits, reports and any other
activities.

If asked whét is the one piece of advice for next years team we wished we
had. 1t would be:

| sland

“Judt play likeyou did when you won the National Triples.”

The above comments are not intended as a criticism of the processthisyesar.
New Zedland has only been involved in thistype of competition for a short
period of time and NZPA appearsto beimproving and develaping its
approach over time.

We hope that future teams enjoy the experience as we did/and would be
willing to discuss any issues with them and the NZPA if they wish.

@ Reunion
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